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YOU CAN STOP FURTHER BANK EROSION FROM BOAT WASH!

We have previously reported on 
the level of erosion that has 
occurred in a very short period of 
time in the lake and creeks, much 
of which has been caused by boat 
wash.  In one narrow area of 
Currimundi Creek South Arm, the 
bank had retreated by about 3 
metres because of boat wash 
caused by boats doing a U-turn to 
return towards the lake.

At this time of year, locals and 
holidaymakers alike are planning 
to get out on the water and enjoy 
what the area has to offer.

Are you a boatie?  If so, please 
follow these simple steps to 
prevent further erosion occurring.

This project has been assisted 
through the Sunshine Coast 
Council Grants Program. 

LAKE OPEN AGAIN

Locals will have noticed that Council once again closed 
Currimundi Lake mouth for a six-week period in 
September and October to control midges in areas 
surrounding the lake.  There seems to be no doubt that 
the tactic is effective in reducing midge levels.  
Monitoring has shown significant reductions in larvae 
numbers each year.  It's good to see Council trying 
innovative measures to control a problem. 

However Currimundi Catchment Care Group members 
and other locals have expressed concerns that the full 
effects of the closure are not understood or 
documented.  What effect does the closure have on 
mangroves and other bank plants?  Does the closure 

flood the habitat and kill off other species such as soldier crabs and mud-skippers?  
What effect does it have on fish populations?  Does the closure with prolonged 
saturation of soft banks and then the sudden release of water lead to erosion in creeks, 
the Lake and it's ocean entrance?

Fortunately there is some research being conducted which may help us understand 
the impacts. Teams from the University of Sunshine Coast and Queensland University 
of Technology are partnering with Council in an Australian Research Council funded 
study of the water flow and dynamics of the Lake during closure and opening.  
However it will be some time yet before any practical findings from the research can be 
applied to making decisions about managing the Lake and other waterways on the 
Sunshine Coast.  In the meantime, we question whether this solution to a problem 
affecting a small number of residents is warranted until we completely 
understand the consequences.

Stay up-to-date
with news and events.   
www.currimundi
catchment.org.au/cccg
or: facebook.com/
currimundicatchmentcare
group

Some of our recent activities...

Sunday 18 October was a perfect sunny morning for Riversweep - a clean up 
around Currimundi Lake from the water and the banks.  Eighteen people 
came in kayaks, canoes and on foot to remove rubbish from some of those 
hard to get to spots.  As usual there were lots of drink containers as well as 
snack food wrappers, plastic bags and burst balloons.  

It's always a lovely way to connect with our environment and our community 
whether fishing, boating, cycling, walking or doing tai chi on the banks.  
Thanks to all who participated in the clean-up and enjoyed the free sausage-
sizzle.

CLEAN UP 
AUSTRALIA DAY 5 

MARCH 2017

There’ll be three clean-up events in 
the catchment.  To join in, contact 
one of the groups - Currimundi 
Catchment Care Group, Friends of 
Currimundi Lake or Parklands 
Residents Group - to do your bit to 
help our local waterway.  Contact 
details are on the back page. You’ll 
be part of the largest community 
event in Australia!

If you have a motorised boat:
·     keep your speed under 6 knots
·    in the narrower parts of the waterway, look behind to 

make sure there are no waves from your boat strong 
enough to wash up on the banks

·     slow right down when performing U-turns
·   ensure that all family members and others using your 

boat follow these practices

If you see a speeding boat, you can report it to 
·   Queensland Boating and Fisheries on 5444 4599
·    Maritime Safety Queensland on 5452 1825
·    Water Police on 5457 6711
If possible include a photograph or video of the 

speeding boat to assist in the prosecution process.  
Any of these agencies can impose a fine of 3 
penalty units.  

Counting Glossy Black
 Cockatoos

Glossy Black Cockatoo Birding Day on 30 October is a “citizen science” initiative coordinated by 
the Glossy Black Conservancy.  Observations and records from trained volunteers add to 
knowledge of the estimated population size, distribution and habitat use.

Conor Jenkins of the Sunshine Coast Council coordinated the survey for this area.  Information 
on the Glossy Black Cockatoo and the Birding Day is found on the Glossy Black Conservancy 

website: h�p://www.glossyblack.org.au

Currimundi Catchment Care Group members spotted 2 Glossy Blacks quietly feeding on 
Casuarina seeds in trees in Kathleen McArthur Conservation Park by Currimundi Lake.  Another 
good reason to care for our local area which supports endangered species.

Working bees

Friends of Currimundi Lake working bees are going well with an 
average of 20 bags of weeds taken away each working bee.  We 
were lucky to have a workshop on revegetation and the care of 
natural areas in October.  This was thoroughly enjoyed, and we are 

hoping for some more of these types of workshops that are 
on ground.  We are always looking for new 

volunteers. 

Currimundi Catchment Care Group 
working bees have concluded for the 
year.  Several parks in the catchment 
have been weeded, mulched and 
p l a n t e d  b y  a  s m a l l  g r o u p  o f 
enthusiastic volunteers.  Great to see 
families and kids enjoying some of 
the working bees this year.  

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS

You cannot get through a single day without having an impact on the world around you.  What you do makes a difference, 
and you have to decide what kind of difference you want to make.   These words by Jane Goodall, world famous 
anthropologist, give heart to all volunteers who contribute in large and small ways to improving the world around them.

Sometimes it's easy to feel disillusioned and think “what's the point”.  We plant a tree and nearby a developer clears a whole block.  
We pick up litter knowing that there is an island of plastic out in the ocean.  But then, you see a shrub flourish after we have 
removed a parasitic vine, you see a bird enjoying the flowers of shrubs we have planted, and you hope you have saved at least one 
turtle from ingesting a plastic bag. 

So a huge thank you, to everyone who has helped out this year, and for choosing to make a small but heartfelt difference for our 
local plants and animals.  See you all again next year!

Fauna watching

As well as the Glossy Black Cockatoos, unusual birds 
seen include a royal spoonbill and an egret in breeding 
plumage.  

There have been swarms and swarms of  butterflies, 
white, blue and yellow in our parks and gardens.  Many 
of these are white capers that have come in from 
Western Queensland.  

Whales have been very evident this year, and have 
been seen playing just out from the entrance to the 
delight of lake watchers.  

UNEXPLODED BOMB

On 30 October Police were called to address an old 
World War 11 bomb found near the dunes at the lake 
entrance.  Something that we should always bear in 
mind when walking in the Currimundi Lake area.  

If you ever come across an unexploded weapon, do not 
touch or disturb it in any way.  If possible, note the 
location and call local Police immediately to start the 
process of disposing of the object. 

It’s turtle egg-laying season

Turtle track locating beach walks have begun.  Turtle tracks are 
readily identified and there is always one track from the tideline and 
one back.  If you see turtle tracks please note the beach access 
number and whether tracks are left of right of it, and report to Council.  

CAN YOU HELP?

If you enjoy reading this newsletter, 
and enjoy some occasional exercise 
why not become a newsletter 
delivery person?  It's just a couple 
of hours 4 times a year.  Please 
ring Joan on 5493 2698.

Miami and Amanda clean up at Riversweep

http://www.glossyblack.org.au
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